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As most marerials wsed Inoetail design are for inee-
riars, and. as anch, unaffected by (he elements, the
thoice avadahle 1o rhe dasigner is bewildering. Whech
mutcralr and finishes to uee i penurally detormined
bry three factors: the image they convey. Lhe pracncal
wonsideratians, and rost lmape @ 4 comple issie
where marenals and finishes aré concerned - a woad
ftwor. for example, could signal both a high-class
retailer or 3 hargaln, no-frills enviconment Banana
Bupublic wses a woaden Aoar to promole s “primi.
Gve” ilentsty, while the smoathly polished floor of
Mtarise Lombardiin Milin denstee alogance. An fmape
cannot be simply derermined without repand 1o the
surrounding contexe, anel, mest cascially, Lo thae other
materials wsed. Pracoical conatdenations incdude avail-
abilivy. durabilicy, Are-seristance. and ease of wplace-
ment. Legislation plays a consideralde pant in the
choice ol fmshes. Pame miglt bave o be fre-
tetardant and therofore conld be restrictive of colour
or exture: stelwork mighr need ro be coporete-clad
anid, as a result. cauld look harsh: doors eight have to
bz solidl rather than framed ar open: staircases might
need W be in seel rather than wood Alse, since all
materials do evenmally seach the el of their ureful
life, it is ay well ta chaose thase that age 1espectably,
Acquiring semething bke rhe patina on well-used
branize o antigue frnstore, rather than preing the
appearance of wearing one. But desipoees should be
wary of choosing matenals an the basis of an annei-
pated short file, A carper with a “three year life” can
look awful alter one yoar. Cost is a loss obvinas
consideration (han it Arst seems: 1o arrive at 4 "t
coat. both initial and bfecpele costs must be conad-
ered, Painl. for cxample, 15 Inexpensive as a fimsh, hut
usually requites frequent repainting that may disnpt
the retailer's busness. And choosing matenials thar
an easily be replacod can sometinses be a false eron-
omy - il may be diffieale Tater to malch paint colowrs
or carpel liles. lor inszance, if arlginal bawches po putof
stoch

Dhslpners will always have o consider when
choosing materials the halance of #ffect versus capital
cnst and maintenance. Rut any artempt to sulve this
enurtion is complicated by the question of HDeaibility,
Wothing in mtailing = pemanent — modibcation 15
inevitabli and often desirahle, anging rom constant
sall changes aver several wears as Lhe idenmty
eyalves, W a complete redesign every so oflen, Mater
ials must be chosen that allow retailers to be Aexible,
withoul wompromising the desian

Althwugh choice of macerials and [uoistes will enter
every aspect of reenl design. particalar attennen
shoudd be paid to thee of the basic elements of any
interior - the floor, walls, and ceiling.

FLOORS

Thee choiee of Soar can do guch 1o determine the
visnal character of a srore. Different. Aeor fmishes will
hulp to create different stmsospheres. sones, walk-
ways. and even depaments. [nlarper stores. a design
gy wiv a wide range of foor imishes. Such wanety
bath contmibutes to and restricts Bexibility. Yanarions
iy surface. for example, can present peoblems whers
they abut. making some st of masking or parting
strip esseanial, Orher prablems can cour dunng main-
tenance: palishing woed might spoil an adjacent cai-
pet: washing nles might stain them. Careful thought
weeds Lo be given m foer colowr. Generally speaking,
the fioor shaold be peotal 4 passive dement whose
wlour should not dominate the inlenior, Designers
also need o cansider the particular characteristics of
the fioor surface: marhle. for example althongh e
Iooks luxomaus and is hard-wearing. can croare a
nutsy envirnment Some suifacey peod 1o be mare
durable than athers: because sairs ane very heawly
wsed, stanr carpeting should penesally Le of o high
quality and wnll peabably need replacing more often
thian othier lovr aseas Local lemalarion may insis on
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bbser. ar Aluminur. These ane weefiil
ng the rread amd dor nanshp
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; ssential i clean Gmstomers” shoas
matzing. nibher matting, hber capers,
of metal, rublser. and fber are all

Carpel, o1 “solt Aooring.” s popular with many
rerallers. aed I is easy to see why, With madsrn
carpetmaking lechnology, spocially designed carpats
tovcreate al relatively low cost This can aid
hlichment o 3 store’s identity, helping ta
differentiare ane retaler fiom anothier. even though
the basic woven construction of e carpet i idennical
Carper design ard colour can be coordinzed with
fxeures and other clements of the overatl seare design
wee below! Additionally. the fes! of carper under-
foar o weloome o weary she 1 and the npise
meduction caused by carpers is often advantageones,
Cleaning 15 also exsy - wsually this s 3 dmple viemum-
amng task. The diflerent types of capet ber nsed
derstion. A wooluylon blend 1=
it ends sowards the mowe costly
ets. Mylom or ather synthetic carpets.
assaciated with 3 "cheap™ loob. luve tmproved
encrmausly in the last few vears thronsh the inmm-

nevdd =ame cons
highly drable,

duction of pew likrirs that allaw b tier colos, avold
shininess, 2nd have the wear and soiling properties of

more oxprndive natural Aler carpers, It s worth biear

J

EE

i k(]
e W -il_-n_-"_ Wl
; 1 'mE e

g i misd. Bowever. that sanenade exipet vsed in
conjinclicn with metal equipment n 2 dy at
mosghere will almost ceranly pive vise 10 st
electricity. However. there are speaal coatings: aml
new fbers now avaiable, desined o muinimiee this
effert For ull types of carpel a proper padding ot
untterkay will exrend the carpedt life, a5 woll as improve
the feel underfoor,

When dhoosing: carper. some parncular 3
shauld be borne i mind 11 duztng, the Bfe of the
farpet. the slore is going 1o be rearrznged — dunng
sales. for exaniple, of when moving displays = unwors
areaeof carpet may be axposed (as bad are sections of
earpet damged by heavy countery ar dirplay siquly
ment! [lence it m.:l_‘i]'.!:' necessary W confine Car pesng
ter aread ol the seore whete the planning 1
significant chiange: Carpet can belaid overa hard floor,
Fsalution which may appeal w e retailer who wan s
e 'HE.X.i’;"i]ilﬁ' In 'ﬂ'i‘l.‘lth*r sitmition. if carpet s
used, its laving s of parmount impomance, sinee 1
will have p significant effect on its life and wear, Some
i of course. desipned and Lid broadboom (the
dth ot the manulacturers loaml, but mote
eXpensive wrpers are Gid as bodv carper (one mister -
thitty rine snches — wide) which requiees stllhing,
The stitching is likely to be the weakest point whis ic
cames (o maintenande, so deseners often arranpc
with carpet comretors for what s knawn as  "make,
Liy, andd maiseam conteacl” Alrernatively, caspet dloy
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s Ui coloses of old and new' tiles Soae
s arrange for thelr capet Gles w be moved
aratiid |||:'.":-I|il|.|553' L give evienn veap Gunss the
while installativn
".'L'rn.,f H_—nrn are .w_*-'::hml.::l.r mong l[uublr rE‘,;||1 far
. but, a5 many well-wom wooden floors arest.
af WA, ancd ]ur!l-; |.|.1||.}' :nllll:t':' ||I.‘|‘|:E e b
' red with this matenal as swell. The hest
wooden fAmars ook even berrer after aome g
= they take on a calomtion and patina tharare
rely nareral and that stop scmiches 'num[m and
atians in rolour from Burting the overmll Tnok.
Same wonden Boam come with pi‘off'.:u. . and e
ativaly maintenance-free. Wond can alsa be stained
s rhar it has a cobour of 18 own, impregrated intorhe
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grain. eather than just 2 surface fnish like paint. Bue
waod can be expensive —as 1 rough pusde, an avemge
quality woed Aoar will cost as much as an exprnsive
carper. Wood floors are avatlable az single hoards
sections of baards, or parquet. Because of the wear on
floors. hardwoods are matusally prefeble in mast
instances: beach maple, and nak are commaon, Stvip
fioors - which farm parailel. Berringbone. baske
witaves o other paltenns, are e most expensive, ancd
expensive looking. of wood floors n general Gimber
stelp Hoors shoud De Laid with Ue v of tealbic rathe
thiin across it Foet moving acooss the grain tend to
pull (e libers st of Uhe weooel anid diestroy the surlice,
The rich patterns and the -.|_||.'L|i1:\. of the wood itsall
i well suited wo partioulaidy Laditonal moee excu
sives smivigumitients .‘_-||.||B|‘rr boads cimate 3 moge .1[|'|
Lashioned feel They cin be especially ellective noa




